
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE OITY COUNC'IL OF THE 
OITY OF TORRANCE 

-----------------------------

Torrwlce. Ce.l11'ornia 
June 25, 1940 

The City Council of the City 01' Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Oouncil Ohamber, Oi ty Hall, Torrance, Oalifornia" o,n 
Tuesday evening, June 25, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor MaGu1re called tile meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll,those answering p-reseI),t being 
Oouncllmen:' Babcock, 'HitChOQltk, MUrray'"Polfell and McGuir.e. Absent: 
Counoilmen: Notte. . . 

COWlo.1lmB.n HitchOoekmoved that the lIU,n\ibsQ1'a aegul.~ Meet
ing held June 11, 1940 and of an Adjourned Re.gula.rMeeting; held June 
18,1940 be approved as written. Councilman MUrray seconded the 
motion, whiCh was carried unan1mously. 

WRIT'l'EN . COMMUNIOATIONS 
. 

A communioation was read from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
requesting the E;ervices 01' the Torranoe Municipal Band during the 
Faotory Frolic to be held September 26, 27 and 28, 1940. 

Counoilman Murray moved. that the request be granted. Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, which ,was carried by the 1'ollowing 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcook, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: ,None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ' 

A communication liltS read trom Alzada Clark, 9718 Baird Street, 
Los Angeles, requesting permission til) peddle lunches to the workers 
on ~he W.P.A. Vista Highlands Sewer Projeot. 

CouncilJ:luln Babcock moved that the request be granted, provided 
the ordinanoe pertaining to licensing 01' ,this buainess is complied 
wi the Councilman Murray a.conded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously! 

A communication was read from Mrs. Lura DaVis, requesting that 
a tree at l5l8-i c:.edar Street be topped. 

Counoilman Hitchcock IllOved that the matter be re1'erred to the 
street Department. Councilman Babcock aeconded the motion, whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

, ' A communication was read 1'rom Mr. and. Mrs.. F. W. Russel, re
questing removal of an acacia tree at 1008 Cota Street. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that the ma.tter be- referred to the 
Street Department. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Recommendations were read from the Chief of the Fire Department 
that the following persons be granted permission to sell fireworks: 
(l} Joe Capelino at Hawthorne Boulevard, 200 1't. south of Redondo 

,Boulevard. (2) Loy Knight at 24250 Hawthorne Boulevard; (3) Cornet 
store at 1317 sartori Avenue and (4) Vernon W. Coil at 2203 Torrance 
Boulevard. 

Councilman HitchQOok moved that the four recommendations be 
complied with. Counoilman Powell seconded the motto., Whioh was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the D'liqI8Irtmentof Commerce, 
Bureau 01' the Census, reporting the preliminary count of the 
returns of the Sixteenth Census indicated a population of 979:3 
for the City 01' Torrance. 

Upon Mayor McGuire t s inquiry as to wha.t has devel.oped in the 
matter of the Pacific ElectriC Railway Oompany right 01' way on 
Cabrillo Avenue, Attorney McCall said that When the title search 
is finished, it will then be time to file the suit. 

A COlllIllunication was read from the County sanitation District 
of Los Angeles Oounty, together with a recommendation submitted to 
the Board 01' Directors o~County Sanitation District No. :5 by 
A. K. Warren, Ohief Engineer and General Manager, and a copy of the 
action taken by the Board:- June 12, 1940 pertaining to the construc
tion of looal sewers in the City Of Torrance under a W.P.A. Project 
and construction ot 'the, Torl'llnoe BX'tensioJ1 Trmlk Sewer,setting out 
the amount that the 0ity ot Torrance ahO\lJ.cl oontribute as its pro_ 
portion of the cost Of same, amounting to $5,542.00. 

It was requested by Mr. Warran in hi,S communication that a 
check in this amount be forwarded promptly to the Sanitation Dis
trict in order that the work ~ou1.d prooeed. 



A lengthy discussion ensued at this time. Mayor McGuire point
ing out. that the City holds no contract or agreement of any kind to 
indicate the terms or guarantee completion of the job. Engineer 
Young said he had written Mr •. Warren·s Office requesting some agree
ment be drawn up between the City and the Sanitation Pistriot _s to 
the portion of the sponsor's fee the City would be rqu1red to pay, 
it being his understanding that the Sanitation District would pay a 
portion of the sponsor's fee, since a part of the pro je.ct is entire ... 
ly Sanitation District's trunk line and the $5,542.00 represents the 
total sponsor's fee for both the trunkline and the gathering system. 
Mr. Young said the project had been commenced without the authoriza
tion of the City. Council; he also stated in. reply to his request for 
an agreement, the communication as read had been received. . 

COuncilman Hitchcock said he felt the City should procure written 
evidence that the County sanitation District would reimburse the City 
tor its cost on the project. 

Attorney McCall oftered to contact the attorney for the Los Ang
eles County Sanitat10n District, Who would, he said, appreciate the 
fact that the .City could not write a oheck for this amount of money 
without a contract. 

Attorney McCall advised the Council not to authorize payment 01' 
the money without a.contract. 

After a.great deal of disoussion, City Attorney Mccall was auth
orized to conl.ct the Attorney for the Los Angeles county Sanitation 
District with the view of obtaining a contract or agreement before 
further act10n is taken. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriatio~ of not to axceed 
$350.00 plus tax be made for 500 ft. l .. t- tire hose. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILBN: Baboock, Hitchcock, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: aOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Powell moved that the salary of E. K. Walker be 1n~ 
or eased. from $145.00 to $165.00, effective July 1, 1940, Mr. Walker 
having served his probationary period as a fireman. Counei1lman 
Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following.roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMJ!:N: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell inquired of Engineer young what had been done 
about the building on Cabrillo Avenue which has been barricaded for 
some time beoause of the hazardous condition of the building. Mr. 
Young said the owners had contacted him and are contemplating wreck
ing the building and construoting one of a different type. 

Councilman Powell said numerous complaints had been received 
about persons driving through the alley on Arlington Avenue to avoid 
the boulevard stop on Arlington Avenue. Attorney McCell agreed that 
automob11es used the alley for a speedway, endtangering tlle lives of 
persons, espeoially children. Councilman Powell suggested that 
boulevard stops be placed in proper locations to regUlate traffiC. 

Referred to the Police Department for investigation and recommen
dation. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to.exoeed 
$54.07 be made for 300 ft. theft proof hose for parks. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the follOwing roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
$306.10, plus tax, be made for street material for 236th street from 
Walnut Street West. Counoilman Babcook seconded the motion. which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 



$305.10, plus tax, be made for street material for 23t)th street from 
Walnut Street west. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was 
oarried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, 
Hitchoook, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIlJlEN: Nona. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None • 

Counoilman Hitohoook moved that · an appropriation of not to exceed 
$170.78, plus .ax, be made for material for alley repai~ between 
cabrilla Avenue .iUld Andrea Avenue from Carson street to Plaza del Amo • 

. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the fol
lowing roll eall flte: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Hitchcock, Mur
ray, Powell and MCQuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None.,. 

Councilman Baboook said he understood that a letter reoeived from 
Mr. Logan cotton of Redondo Beaoh with referenoe to the auditing had 
been misplaoedand asked that it be produoed by the next meeting. 
Clerk Bartlett advised that the letter or an exact eopy would be 
available at the next regular meeting. 

Mayor McGuire lI10ved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$144.00, plus tax, be made tor drip fluid; $124.00, plus tax, be made 
for rags; $53.00, plus tax, bl;) made for polishers; $56.00, plus tax, 
be made for truok. all being a portion of janitor supplies for the 
year 1940-41. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitoh
oook, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NO.IS: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor:. MoGu1re, moved that the option on the Mack fire truck ba 
renewed for the year 1940-41 and that a payment of $.2630.00 be author
ized. Counoilman Hitchoook seoonded the motion,.whioh was carried by 
the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcGck 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Murray and Powell. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$2g8.'16 be made for 12 meter couplings, 25 3/4- gooseneoks complete, 
25 1" goos .. necks complete, 50 3/4"' ourb sto.ps, 25 I" curb stops and 
6 'l'alve brass for the Water Department. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion, whioh w~s carried by the fOllOWing roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitohcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire stated that word had been received that oertain 
supplies and rubber will increese in price about 20% during the first 
part ot July and the the Oity is endeavoring to purchase a quantity 
of oertain supplies while the present price.s pre'l'ail. 

ORAL.COMMtJNIC~I()NS 

No oral oommunications. 

Councilman H1tchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Oounc1lman Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried by the fol
lowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, HitchcoCk, Mur
ray, . Powell and McQu1re. NOES: COUNCILMlIN: None. ABSENT:COUN
eILMEN: None. 

At 8:29 P.14., upon motion of Councilman Hitchoock; seconded by 
Councilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned to Thursday, June 27, 1940 
at 4:30 P.M. 

~;;,m~ 
Mayor of the City of Torranoe 


